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God is our refuge and strength,
 a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
 the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
 God will help her when morning dawns.

Be still, and know that I am God.
   I will be exalted among the nations,
   I will be exalted in the earth!

- Psalm 46:1-5,10



3

The year 2020 will likely be remembered as the year in which 
the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted planet earth. Nothing quite 
like this virus plague has occurred in at least a century. John 
Smed, Founding Director of Prayer Current, suggested that God 
may be giving the world a “time out” so that He can speak to His 
church. So our theme for this year’s Missions Month is “Be Still 
and Know That I Am God”, from Psalm 46:1-5,10.

Dealing with sickness, death, joblessness, fear, and anxiety has 
left some people traumatized, many others confused, and a 
few others frustrated because they feel there is little to worry 
about. But for all, the plea that we be able to return to normal is 
a common prayer. 

This is a time when we in Christ’s church need to be still and 
invest more time on our knees in the vertical relationship with 
God. It is a time when we need to be more sensitive to what He 
is saying to us individually and corporately. God appears to be 
speaking loudly to His church. He is jealous for His Name to be 
made much of among the nations and their people groups. He 
desires that all Christians, both men and women, proclaim Him 
loudly throughout the world - “How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news” (Isaiah 52:7).

Thus it is with great joy that we encourage one another to love 
and good works and seek to glorify Him by inviting all into  
His grace. 

Reverend Chris Peters, Ph.D.
Pastor
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Isaiah 60:2 says that a “deep darkness covers the peoples.” This is 
true of the thousands of peoples in the 10/40 window. And it is true of 
our American culture. And of our city. And of many churches.

Jesus promised with absolute certainty, that “this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). In other 
words, the great commission will be completed. There is no doubt. Yet 
Jesus commanded us to make disciples of all nations and to “pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers” (Matthew 9:38).
 
What this means is that God appoints prayer as the means of 
finishing a mission that he has promised will be finished. Therefore 
we pray, not because the outcome is uncertain, but because it is 
certain. And our prayers are the means God has appointed to do what 
he most certainly will do—finish the great commission and establish 
his kingdom.   

- John Piper, from “Praying for What Cannot Fail”

Progress Scale
Unreached
Minimally Reached
Superficially Reached
Partially Reached
Significantly Reached

10/40
Window

Image: People Groups of the World, Data Source: Joshua Project, www.joshuaproject.net, July 2020
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

Worship Sharing: David & Jordan Fleming, SIM,  
   Tanzania

Worship Preaching: Benny Proffitt, First Priority Ministries

Adult/College 
Sunday School:  Benny Proffitt, First Priority Ministries

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 

Worship Sharing: Rev. Gary Purdy, City Church Midtown

Worship Preaching:  Jon Eide, Mission to the World,  
Eastern Europe

Adult/College  
Sunday School:  Rev. Gary Purdy, City Church Midtown

Schedule
of Events
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 

Worship Sharing: Pamela Phipps, Grace House

Worship Preaching:  Tom Patton, Missions Pastor,  
Oak Mountain Presbyterian Church

Adult/College 
Sunday School:  Alexa James, Blanket Fort Hope

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31  

Worship Sharing: Lisa Hogan, Sav-a-Life

Worship Preaching: Dr. Chris Peters

Adult/College 
Sunday School:  Sav-a-Life deliveries
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On the following pages are photos and brief profiles of the missionary 
families that Cross Creek supports financially from the Mission 
Fund. In addition to financial support, they all covet our prayers and 
encouragement. The requests on each of these pages were provided by 
the missionaries themselves, and we hope that each member of our Cross 
Creek family will set aside some time regularly to pray for these needs.

In addition to their specific requests, here are some other things that we 
can pray about for each of them:
 • Financial support and provision
 • Strong and growing marriages
 • The Lord’s special touch on their children
 • Physical health and safety
 • Healthy relationships among coworkers and team members
 • Growing understanding of the cultures in which they minister
 • Deepening love for the people they serve
 • Travel mercies
 • Renewed vision and energy for ministry
 • Balance between work and rest, ministry and family
 • Growing personal relationships with the Lord
 • Rich times of feeding on the Word
 • Committed prayer partners

1.  Read about these missionaries 
and the communities in which 
they serve.

2.  Make it a daily goal to pray  
for one missionary family and/or 
the local Birmingham ministries 
that we support.

3.  Give separately to the Mission 
Fund to support our missionaries 
and local ministries.

4.  Consider getting involved with a 
local ministry, going on a short-
term trip, or even becoming a 
missionary.

LIVING, LOVING, AND SERVING  
IN 5 COUNTRIES , 1 SEMINARY &  
1 WORLD HEADQUARTERS 

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO:

Our Missionaries
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DANIEL & YATANG 
COHEE 
Emmeline, Susannah, Owen, Sam
 
Daniel continues to help build up 
the church in Taiwan by spending 
most of his time teaching, 
preaching, assisting locals with 
church planting and mentoring 
future pastors. But, 2020 has 
also presented him with many 
challenges in meeting shifting 
needs within the country. Daniel 
has helped to plant a new church 
in Taipei where, so far, he is 
the only pastor overseeing the 
congregation. He also leads two 
Bible studies, one in Chinese and 
the other in English.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For establishment & 
growth of the new church 
plant in Taipei

•  For the continued growth 
of leadership at New Hope 
Church

•  For Yatang & Daniel as they 
raise four little ones

•  For assisting a co-worker, 
Eric, with a new church 
plant 

PRAISES:

•  For our new son, Samuel 
Austin, born in February

•  For a new pastor, a ruling 
elder and the first deacon 
at New Hope Church

•  For eleven new church 
members in spite of 
COVID-19

[  TA I WA N  ]
Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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DEREK & LAURA 
DOUGHERTY 
Finn & Skye

They continue to serve as 
MTW missionaries in Cusco, 
Peru. While they were in Atlanta 
attending MTW meetings this 
past March, Peru closed its 
borders due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. While stranded in the 
states for the next nine months, 
Derek continued to pastor the 
church at Fuente De Gracia in 
Cusco through online services, 
meetings and phone calls 
while a number of local church 
members stepped up to help in 
their absence. When they were 
in Birmingham, their efforts led 
to Cross Creek hosting a very 
successful prayer workshop. 
They were finally allowed to 
return in December 2020.

[  P E R U  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For the local church leaders 
in Cusco to continue in 
their spiritual growth and 
commitment 

•  That Derek & Laura would 
be sensitive to the Lord’s 
direction for their lives & 
ministries in 2021

•  For them to be able to 
complete the development 
of a virtual prayer journey to 
Cusco

PRAISES:

•  For the unexpected 
opportunities to connect 
with many back in the USA

•  For God generously 
providing for our needs 
during 2020’s unexpected 
time of displacement

•  For God growing us in 
prayer & dependence on 
him this past year

•  For the opportunity to help 
facilitate a prayer workshop 
while in Birmingham

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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JAMES & LISA 
DOUGHERTY 
Josiah & Elise

After serving in East Asia for 
many years, the Doughertys 
now live in Denver, Colorado 
and serve as President and Co-
National Directors for Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship (OMF) 
They partner with churches to 
mobilize, send out and support 
missionaries in sharing the good 
news of the Gospel throughout 
East Asia. Because so many OMF 
missionaries have been unable to 
return to their mission locations 
due to COVID-19, a great deal of 
time has been spent ministering 
to them and helping them to 
minister back in their home 
countries.

[  C O LO R A D O  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For them as they lead the 
team with all the transitions 
that are happening 

•  For our family to find some 
helpful rhythms during this 
school year

•  For wisdom for the 
missionaries who are 
waiting to return to the field 

PRAISES:

•  For God providing for all 
our family needs and our 
protection during this 
unusual year

•  That the virtual mission 
event in Canada went well

•  For 15 new long term co-
workers that successfully 
completed their training

•  For the many ways our 
homebound missionaries 
have discovered to remotely 
minister

 

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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JONATHAN & 
TRACY EIDE                          
Alison, Natalie & Zachary

Jon is currently the Eastern 
European director for Mission to 
the World (MTW). Prior to this, he 
and Tracy served in Ukraine for 
over twenty years, most recently 
helping with the starting and 
continued growth of a seminary in 
Kiev. Due to the unrest in Belarus 
and Ukraine, they are currently 
residing in Pennsylvania with 
Zachary and Natalie. Alison has 
graduated from college and is 
now working in Pittsburgh.

[  E A S T E R N  E U R O P E  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For the new missionaries 
going to Russia and the 
churches that are being 
planted there

•  For the current political and 
economic unrest, especially 
in Belarus and Ukraine 

•  For the extra attention 
that Zachary needs with 
schooling, especially as 
they return to online means

PRAISES:

•  For the Kiev seminary 
being increasingly led by 
Ukrainians

•  That COVID-19 and 
accompanying pandemic 
have NOT affected the 
seminary students

•  That the missionaries in 
Belarus are doing well 
in spite of all the unrest 
throughout the country

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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DAVID & JORDAN 
FLEMING 
Ellie                    

David & Jordan are missionaries 
with SIM serving in coastal 
Tanzania. Their main goal is to 
see the church mobilized as they 
disciple the “least reached” people. 
Their team partners with local Bible 
believing churches to share the 
gospel in the surrounding area. At 
the start of 2020, they announced 
their pregnancy and plans to 
temporarily return to the U.S. mid-
year. COVID-19 moved up their 
return and Ellie was born in August. 
They hope to return in January 2021 
if all the mountains of required 
paperwork can be completed and 
approved.

[  TA N Z A N I A  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  To complete their support 
fund raising before 
returning to Africa

•  For the necessary 
paperwork to be approved 
so the entire team can 
return to Tanzania

•  For little Ellie’s continued 
health and growth

PRAISES:

•  For the birth and good 
health of our first child, Ellie

•  For the opening of the 
school in their town in 
Tanzania and continued 
funding that has come in for 
its completion

•  For David’s healing from 
COVID-19 which also 
has allowed us to visit 
our individual and church 
supporters

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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ALAN & AMANDA 
HALBROOKS                          
Finn & Colby

Alan and Amanda continue to 
serve with Wycliffe’s local team 
of translators in the highlands 
of Papua New Guinea. Amanda 
currently serves as a tutor and 
mentor at the elementary school 
while Alan teaches all the English 
classes from grades 8-12 at the 
high school. This helps to provide a 
solid Christian based education to 
the children of the team’s parents. 
Since some team members have 
been stranded in the U.S. due to 
COVID-19, Alan & Amanda have had 
increased responsibilities to juggle 
but fewer students in attendance.

[  PA P U A  N E W  G U I N E A  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For energy & stamina as we 
have delayed our time of 
furlough until March of 2021 
so that the high school 
could offer English classes 
for the second semester

•  For wisdom for us as 
parents as Finn is asking 
many questions about God 
and Jesus.

•  For team members still 
unable to return due to 
travel restrictions

•  For wisdom and rest in such 
an uncertain season.

PRAISES:

•  For the school system 
here reopening up so that 
the children can return to 
school in person for classes

•  For Finn - that since he 
started preschool for the 
first time, he enjoys it and 
adores his teacher

•  After six months of 
continuing departures, 
families of our team 
have been returning in 
September & October

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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BRANDON & 
KATRINA ROBBINS                          
Parker & Reese

Brandon is the Director of Distance 
Education at Birmingham Theo-
logical Seminary (BTS). Because of 
COVID-19 and work done over the 
past two years, Brandon was able 
to transition from in-person classes 
to video conferencing with his 
students in less than 3 days! These 
classes are not just recordings, but 
sessions that allow BTS to have 
students all over the world taking 
live classes. Online learning has ac-
tually given Brandon more time for 
personal interaction with students 
than ever before.

[  A L A B A M A  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  To be able to complete 
building out a LMS system 
in time to launch classes for 
the next semester

•  For finding the right help 
in order to best manage 
distant students and those 
that are video conferencing 

•  For my time management 
skills so that I can complete 
all that is needed to get 
done

PRAISES:

•  For being able to creatively 
keep all the classes going 
after COVID-19 struck

•  For Zoom and being able to 
have one on one meetings 
with students all over the 
world!

•  For God helping our family 
to get through trying times 
during the 2020 economic 
downturn

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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LARRY & SANDY 
ROCKWELL                        
Mackenzie & Jonathan

Larry & Sandy have been 
ministering to the Quechuan 
people in the remote villages of 
Huaraz and Yanama, Peru for the 
past sixteen years. They have 
been sharing the gospel in the 
Quechuan language with the 
goal of making disciples who will 
then plant local churches. They 
do this by building relationships, 
teaching conservation agriculture 
techniques to the farmers 
along with presenting a Biblical 
worldview. Storytelling is also 
effective, as many do not read.

[  P E R U  ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For many of the Quechuan 
people to respond to the 
free gift of salvation through 
Jesus

•  For us to be creative and 
find more ways to meet 
their physical & spiritual 
needs as many are 
struggling economically

•  For wisdom as we parent 
Jonathan

•  For the details regarding 
our next Home Ministry 
Assignment originally 
scheduled to begin last 
September

PRAISES:

•  That the Quechuan Bible 
was dedicated in the two 
dialects of Quechua used 
in the areas where Larry 
works.

•  That Mackenzie graduated 
from nursing school, is 
now working and that God 
provided her with a car!

•  That the quarantine has 
been lifted so that Larry can 
travel into the villages.

Be Still and Know THat I Am God
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LOCAL MINISTRIES

Opportunities to share the gospel with others 
are on our doorstep. We often see missionaries 
as people who go far away to share the gospel 
and forget that the first place Jesus called his 
disciples to serve was right out their back door. 
We have many different opportunities to serve 
with ministries in our local communities.

BACKPACK MINISTRIES focuses on helping 
create weekend backpack feeding programs for 
children who are food insecure at elementary 
schools in the Hoover area.  www.hooverhelps.org 

BLANKET FORT HOPE serves the state of Alabama through its main 
programs, which are assisting child trafficking victims, providing human 
trafficking prevention, education, and advocacy.  www.blanketforthope.org

FIRST PRIORITY is a world wide ministry with the strategy of raising 
leaders to reach the next generation with the hope of Christ. In schools, 
it is implemented through student led gatherings, and, in cultures where 
young people do not attend school, youth led gatherings are held in 
various community locations.  www.firstpriority.net

HOPE HEALTH is a non-profit clinic serving the community of Fairfield, 
Alabama. Their mission Is to share the hope that is found in Jesus Christ 
by providing whole-person healthcare.  www.hopehealthcenter.com

GRACE HOUSE MINISTRIES exists to provide stable Christian homes for 
girls from crisis backgrounds with the commitment to developing mature, 
godly women.  www.grace-house.org

SAV-A-LIFE is a comprehensive pregnancy care ministry that is dedicated 
to offering free and confidential services in a loving environment to 
women, men and families facing unplanned pregnancies.  www.savalife.org

“ AND YOU WILL  
BE MY WITNESSES  
IN JERUSALEM…” 

 —ACTS 1:8
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2021 Cross Creek Church Missions Committee

Jim Freud Nancy Freud
Paul Johnson  Nita Johnson
Mickey Smith Susan Smith
Abe Zanayed Ruth Zanayed
Robert Mills Drew Posey
Marty Vander Noot

Alabama Church Planting Network
In just over 11 years, this initiative has helped launch 
more than 13 churches across our state. Our Mission 

Committee helps distribute funds, as available, from our 
General Fund, to the network and church plants.



“Lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in 

and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”
—Matthew 6:20-21

$43,200
2021  MISSIONS GOAL

crosscreekchurch.net

Reverend Chris Peters, Ph.D. • Pastor

Church Office:
560 Lake Crest Drive

Hoover, AL 35226 
(205) 434- 3138 

To express it another way, if each active household in our 
church body gave $750 in 2021, we would reach our goal.


