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The theme of this year’s Missions Month is “From Neighbors 
to Nations,” with John 13:34b as the key verse—Jesus said to 
his followers, “Even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another”(NASB).

Jesus entrusted to us as believers in Him both the ministry and 
the message of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:16-21). We are called to 
respond to His love by loving one another.

And, we believe that means that we should be good 
neighbors—both locally in the communities where we live, work 
and play, and globally where there may be little or no access to 
the good news of Jesus (Romans 10:9-17).

As we celebrate Cross Creek Church’s  2020 Missions Month, 
my prayer is that we, as a body, would have hearts that are 
pleasing to the Lord, and that He would be pleased to do His 
work through us here in our own community, as well as in other 
people groups throughout the globe.

Reverend Chris Peters Ph.D., 
Pastor

2020

MISSIONS
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 “An unreached or least-reached people is a people group 
among which there is no indigenous community of believing 
Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize 
this people group without outside assistance.”

 FACTS ABOUT THE 50 LARGEST UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS 

• All these people groups have less than 2% Christ-followers. 

•  Individuals in these groups have very limited, if any, access  
to the Gospel. 

•  None have an indigenous church capable of taking the  
Gospel to the entire group. 

•  These 50 unreached people groups are comprised of  
1.47 billion souls. 

•  Almost one in five people on earth live in these 50 unreached 
people groups. 

• Every group is larger than 10,000,000 in population. 

•  Primary religion: 26 are Muslim, 17 Hindu, 5 Buddhist, 1 Ethnic 
Religion, 1 non-Religious 

•  For every dollar of Christian resources less than one penny  
is directed at reaching the unreached 

—Joshua Project, October 2019

435 UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS—  
EACH OVER 1,000,000 IN POPULATION
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 

Worship Sharing: Pamela Phipps, Grace House

Worship Preaching: Rev. Larry Ragan, Culture Link

Adult/College 
Sunday School: Dr. Ben Davidson, Hope Health

Evening Potluck: Rev. Larry Ragan

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

Worship Sharing: Jim Freud

Worship Preaching:  Rev. Gary Purdy, City Church 
Midtown

Adult/College   Interview with 3 couples having
Sunday School:  Missionary children  

Schedule
kEvents
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 26  

Worship Sharing: Drew Posey, Cahaba Medical Care

Worship Preaching:  Dr. Clay Quarterman, Retired 
President Evangelical Reformed 
Seminary in Ukraine

Adult/College 
Sunday School: Alexa James, Blanket Fort Hope

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2  

Worship Sharing: Lisa Hogan, Sav-a-Life

Worship Preaching: Dr. Chris Peters

Adult/College 
Sunday School: Sav-a life deliveries
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On the following pages are photos and brief profiles of the 
missionary families that Cross Creek supports financially from the 
Mission Fund.  In addition to financial support, they all covet our 
prayers and encouragement.  The requests on each of these pages 
were provided by the missionaries themselves, and we hope that 
each member of our Cross Creek family will set aside some time 
regularly to pray for these needs.

In addition to their specific requests, here are some other things 
that we can pray about for each of them:
• Financial support and provision
• Strong and growing marriages
•  The Lord’s special touch on their children
• Physical health and safety
•  Healthy relationships among coworkers and team members
•  Growing understanding of the cultures in which they minister
•  Deepening love for the people they serve
• Travel mercies
•  Renewed vision and energy for ministry
•  Balance between work and rest, ministry and family
•  Growing personal relationships with the Lord
• Rich times of feeding on the Word
• Committed prayer partners

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO:

OUR MISSIONARIES

1.  Read about these missionaries 
and the communities in which 
they serve.

2.  Make it a daily goal to pray  
for one missionary family and 
the local Birmingham ministries 
that we support.

3.  Give separately to the Mission 
Fund to support our missionaries 
and local ministries.

4.  Consider getting involved 
with a local ministry, going 
on a short-term trip, or even 
becoming a missionary.

LIVING, LOVING, AND SERVING — IN 5 COUNTRIES ,
1 SEMINARY & 1 WORLD HEADQUARTERS 
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DANIEL & YATANG COHEE 
Emmeline, Susannah & Owen
 
Daniel spent the first half of 
2019 preaching at New Hope 
Presbyterian Church in Taipei, 
Taiwan. A new pastor has now 
been installed and a long 
term goal of transferring the 
leadership to local authority 
has been met. Daniel continues 
to mentor local pastors who 
are planting new churches. 
He has also started a Chinese 
language Bible study with the 
hope of it becoming a future 
church plant.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  Wisdom for Daniel as 
he chooses between a 
number of opportunities 
that he has been given

•  For Yatang as mother of 
Emmeline (5), Susannah 
(3) and Owen (1)

•  For Daniel & Yatang 
as they are expecting 
baby #4 in March

PRAISES:

•  For New Hope Church 
as they finally found a 
new location and that 
they have access 7 
days a week instead of 
just on Sundays

•  For Owen’s eye 
condition improving so 
that further surgeries are 
not currently needed

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS

[ TAIWAN ]



~ 8 ~

DEREK & LAURA 
DOUGHERTY 
Finn & Skye

Derek and Laura serve as 
missionaries in Cusco, Peru 
with Mission to the World. 
Derek is now quite busy as he 
is leading a new church plant. 
Laura works daily with children 
of local MTW missionaries and 
is spearheading an effort to 
start a local Christian school.

[ PERU ]
FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  Wisdom for Derek as  
he leads the new 
church plant

•  Wisdom and leadership 
skills for Laura as the 
possibility of a Christian 
school is explored

•  That God would give 
Finn & Skye eyes to see 
and hearts to desire Him

PRAISES:

•  That our church is 
growing in spiritual 
maturity & locals are 
stepping into minor 
leadership roles

•  That our team is 
growing in unity and 
vision for the future

•  For the great joy God 
has given us as we serve  
in Cusco
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JAMES & LISA DOUGHERTY 
Josiah & Elise

James and Lisa serve as 
President and Co-National 
Directors for Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship (OMF) 
in the United States. They 
relocated from Singapore to 
Denver, Colorado last year. 
OMF focuses on bringing hope 
to East Asian peoples. Lisa also 
homes schools Josiah and Elise.

[ COLORADO ]
FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For our family as we get 
used to living back in 
the U.S.

•  For us to lead the OMF 
team well so that it will 
spur local churches into 
action

•  For wisdom as we 
interview candidates to 
serve in East Asia

PRAISES:

•  For a successful move 
and transition from 
Singapore to Denver

•  For providing us with 
amazing new team 
leaders
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JONATHAN & TRACY EIDE                                                                                                        
Alison, Natalie & Zachary

Jon is the country director for 
MTW Ukraine. He and Tracy 
have served there for over 
20 years. Currently, they are 
helping to start a fourth church 
in the capital of Kiev and have 
recently returned from Kiev 
where they hosted a retreat for 
local pastors and wives. Jon 
mentors many Christian leaders 
by offering training, counseling 
and encouragement as their 
country is still plagued by 
ongoing war. 

[ UKRAINE ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For an end to the war 
with Russia 

•  For a return of stability 
in the Ukrainian 
government and that it 
would remain favorable 
toward the church

•  Growth for the new 
church plant in Kiev 
and a more permanent 
place to worship

•  For Alison & Natalie as 
they attend college in 
the U.S.

PRAISES:

•  For a successful retreat 
in Kiev where we hosted 
local pastors and their 
wives

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS



~ 11 ~

DAVID & JORDAN FLEMING                                                                                                     

David & Jordan are are in their 
second year serving with SIM in 
Lindi. They have made substantial 
progress in learning the Swahili 
language this past year. They 
are devoting most of their time 
in assisting established town 
churches with planting new 
churches in surrounding villages, 
with a special focus in the village 
of Chikonji.

[ TANZANIA ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For our growing 
language skills and 
completion of steps  
to get re-registered

•  For open hearts as we 
share the gospel in the 
surrounding villages.

•  For safety in traveling  
to & from outlying 
village church plants

PRAISES:

•  For a repaired reservoir 
so that we now have 
clean water

•  For our car getting fixed 
& David’s hand healing 
well

•  For completing some 
fixing-up tasks for our 
home

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS
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ALAN & AMANDA 
HALBROOKS                                                                                                      
Finn & Colby

Alan & Amanda continue 
to serve as teachers in the 
highlands of Papua New Guinea 
with Wycliffe’s local team of 
translators. Amanda currently 
serves as a tutor and mentor at 
the elementary school while Alan 
teaches English and world view 
classes at the high school. This 
helps to provide a solid Christian 
education to the children of the 
team’s parents.

[ PAPUA NEW GUINEA ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For better sleep for Finn 
(3) & Colby (1) as this 
has been an ongoing 
problem

•  Wisdom for us as we try 
to balance family life 
along with ministry to 
the high school students

•  For our communication 
skills to improve as we 
learn “on the job”

PRAISE:

•  That we went through 
a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake with only 
minor damage

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS
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BRANDON & KATRINA 
ROBBINS                                                                                                      
Parker & Reese

Brandon is the Director of Dis-
tance Education at Birmingham 
Theological Seminary (BTS). He is 
putting the finishing touches on 
a new distance masters pro-
gram for U.S. and international 
students that is to launch glob-
ally in 2020. He also oversees, in 
conjunction with Third Millennium 
Ministries,certificates in Christian 
education which help to equip 
ministers around the world.
 

[ ALABAMA ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For our international 
students who have 
no other options for 
seminary training

•  For BTS support to be 
used in non revenue 
based seminary training 
and for work in our 
prison ministry

PRAISES:

•  BTS fall enrollment of 
225 students which is 
an increase of over 50 
students

•  For our video 
conference student 
body growth from only  
3 students two years 
ago to almost 40 
presently

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS
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LARRY & SANDY ROCKWELL                                                                                               
Lynae, Mackenzie & Jonathan

Larry & Sandy continue to 
share God’s word among the 
Quechua in the remote villages 
around Huaraz and Yanama, 
Peru in their heart language 
of Quechua. Since so many 
are unable to read, storytelling 
is a main method of sharing 
the scriptures with them. Larry 
works with them to improve the 
quality of their farming with the 
hope of them opening their 
minds and hearts that they 
would receive the Gospel.

[ PERU ]

PRAYER REQUESTS:

•  For the challenges of 
raising Jonathan, now 
14, who has had a 
difficult life

•  For Larry as he seeks to 
recruit people to serve 
here in the remote parts 
of Peru

•  For God to raise up at 
least ONE person who 
desires to be discipled

PRAISES:

•  Completion & 
dedication of the full 
Bible in the Quechuan 
language

•  For safety we have  
had this last year in 
traveling over the 
treacherous mountain 
roads

FROM NEIGHBORS TO NATIONS
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LOCAL MINISTRIES

BACKPACK MINISTRIES focuses on helping 
create weekend backpack feeding 
programs for children who are food 
insecure at elementary schools in the 
Hoover area. www.hooverhelps.org 

HOPE HEALTH is a non-profit clinic serving
the community of Fairfield, Alabama.
Their mission Is to share the hope that
is found in Jesus Christ by providing
whole-person healthcare.
www.hopehealthcenter.com

GRACE HOUSE MINISTRIES exists to 
provide stable Christian homes for 
girls from crisis backgrounds with the 
commitment to developing mature, 
godly women.   
www.grace-house.org

SAV-A-LIFE is a comprehensive 
pregnancy care ministry that is 
dedicated to offering free and 
confidential services in a loving 
environment to women, men and 
families facing unplanned pregnancies.  
www.savalife.org

Opportunities to 
share the gospel 
with others are 
on our doorstep. 
We often see 
missionaries as 
people who go far 
away to share the 
gospel and forget 
that the first place 
Jesus called his 
disciples to serve 
was right out their 
back door. We 
have many different 
opportunities to 
serve with ministries 
in our local 
communities.

“ AND YOU WILL  
BE MY WITNESSES  
IN JERUSALEM…” 

 —ACTS 1:8
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2020 Cross Creek Church Missions Committee

Jim Freud Nancy Freud

Paul Johnson  Nita Johnson

Robert Mills Drew Posey

Mickey Smith Susan Smith

Marty Vander Noot Abe Zanayed

Ruth Zanayed

Alabama Church Planting Network
In just over 11 years, this initiative has helped launch 
more than 13 churches across our state. Our Mission 
Committee helps distribute funds, as available, from 
our General Fund, to the network and church plants.


